
Excalibur, Circus Circus Las
Vegas and the new Park MGM,
where he played a key role in
the transformation and re-
theming of the resort, formerly
the Monte Carlo. 

At Empire City, Uri Clin-
ton, a longtime gaming attor-
ney specializing in the
Northeast market, will serve as
the first president and CEO
under MGM’s ownership. 

MGM announced its ac-
quisition of the racino and har-
ness racing complex just
outside New York City in May,
and expects to close on the
$850 million purchase in the
next few months under terms
that call for MGM’s majority-held REIT partner,
MGM Growth Properties, to own the land and
buildings and lease their operations back to MGM. 

Clinton joined MGM as a vice president and
deputy general counsel in 2014 and helped lead the
company through its exploration of a number of de-
velopment opportunities in Connecticut and New
York. He was promoted to senior vice president and
legal counsel in 2016 and moved into global devel-
opment for the company last year.

At Beau Rivage Resort & Casino in Biloxi, Mis-
sissippi, Travis Lunn has been named president and
chief operating officer. Most recently, Lunn was gen-
eral manager and senior vice president of operations
at MGM Grand Las Vegas. Lunn’s gaming industry
career began at the Golden Nugget Las Vegas. Prior
to joining MGM Resorts, he served as vice president
of operations at the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in
Las Vegas and as general manager of hotel operations
at the Venetian and the Palazzo resorts.
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AGA OFFICIALLY NAMES
MILLER PRESIDENT AND CEO

The American Gaming
Association’s board of

directors officially named
veteran Capitol Hill lobby-
ist Bill Miller as the trade
association’s new president
and chief executive officer,
effective January 14, follow-
ing a comprehensive search
and selection process.

Miller is the third CEO of the main trade as-
sociation of the U.S. casino industry, replacing
Geoff Freeman, who resigned to accept the top
post at the trade association for the grocery indus-
try. Freeman had succeeded founding chairman
Frank Fahrenkopf.

During his tenure as senior vice president at
the Business Roundtable, Miller helped grow the
organization’s brand and advocacy footprint in
Washington, leading the association’s outreach to
Capitol Hill and the presidential administration.

A broad, seven-member search committee was
formed in June, led by Tim Wilmott, CEO of
Penn National Gaming and chairman of the AGA
Board of Directors.

SCIENTIFIC GAMES 
ANNOUNCES KEY 
PROMOTIONS

Scientific Games Corporation announced three
executive promotions to solidify the company’s

leadership team. 
Jim Kennedy, currently executive vice presi-

dent and group chief executive, lottery, will be-
come chairman, lottery; and Patrick McHugh,
who currently serves as senior vice president,
global lottery systems, has been elevated to
Kennedy’s former post.

In addition, Jordan Levin has been named the
new executive vice president and group chief exec-
utive, digital. Levin has extensive experience in in-
teractive, digital gaming and sports betting, and is

currently senior vice president for corporate develop-
ment, where he led the acquisition and integration
of NYX Gaming Group and previously launched
and served as president of SG Interactive.

SBTECH NAMES ISAACS 
NON-EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN

L ondon-based SBTech, a leading sports betting
and gaming technology supplier, has appointed

former Scientific Games CEO and Vice Chairman
Gavin Isaacs as its new non-executive chairman.

Isaacs, who joined SBTech in January, will use
his 20 years of gaming experience across a series of

senior management positions
to further grow the com-
pany’s rapidly expanding U.S.
presence. Since the market
opened in mid-2018, SBTech
has completed and gone live
with several partnership agree-
ments with leading casinos in
regulated states including
New Jersey and Mississippi.

Isaacs spent four years as CEO and board mem-
ber of Scientific Games and was responsible for
championing game-changing mergers and acquisi-
tions and growing the global lottery and gaming
supplier from $1.3 billion to $2.9 billion in revenues
in just two years, before moving to the position of
vice chairman of the board.

MGM NAMES NEW 
CITYCENTER, EMPIRE CITY, 
BEAU RIVAGE LEADERS

MGM Resorts International has named a trio of
industry veterans to head its CityCenter resort

complex in Las Vegas, the Beau Rivage in Biloxi,
Mississippi, and its newest acquisition, Empire City
Casino in Yonkers, New York.

Steve Zanella took up the post of president and
chief operating officer of CityCenter on January 1,
assuming duties that include
daily operational oversight of
Aria Resort and Casino and
the non-gaming Vdara Hotel
& Spa and providing strategic
direction for both properties.

He succeeds Bobby 
Baldwin, who announced his
retirement in October after
18 years with MGM.

Prior to joining CityCenter, Zanella was 
president of MGM’s Core Properties group in Las
Vegas, which includes New York-New York, Luxor,
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